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Overview
The culture of "open" was espoused by 

Kenyans in a new Constitution enacted in 
2010.

Kenya joined the Open Government 
Partnership in 2011 in line with keeping its 
commitment to being "open"

The Government subsequently launched the 
Kenya Open Data Initiative and portal in 2011 
as well as an Open Data Policy.





Kenya Open Data Initiative
 The goal of the initiative is to make core 

government development, demographic, statistical 
and expenditure data available in a useful digital 
format.

 It is not about a portal, all Government 
departments are encouraged to make their data 
publicly available in their web portals.

 E.g. The Ministry of Health makes available data 
about health facilities, nutrition and services 
through its web www.health.go.ke as well as apps 







"UWAZI" Open Pillar
 The current Administration in its 2013-2017 

plan anchors a pillar of openness in service 
delivery to Citizens with initiatives such as 
Huduma Centers

 Cabinet assented to the Access to Information 
Bill and Data Protection Bill that are currently 
before Parliament for enactment.

 Government investment in ICT infrastructure 
including fiber optic undersea cables in 2012 
enabled unprecedented access to Internet. 



As a Result......

• 29.15 Million Kenyans have access to the 
Internet representing 72.875% of the 
Population.

• This is mainly through mobile phones especially 
smartphones whose cost has significantly 
reduced over the years ( USD.30 for a basic 
smartphone).

• About 32.2 Million Kenyans own mobile phones 
representing about 80.5% of the population 



Nutrition Security in Kenya
 Kenya's Nutrition Security is anchored in the Food 

Security and Nutrition Policy which is sessional 
paper no.1 of 2012. (FSN)

 The National Nutrition Action Plan (NNAP) 2012-
2017 was developed out of the FSN Policy.

 It's main goal is improvement of the nutrition 
status of Women and Children through evidence 
based planning and resource allocation

 The Ministry of Health is the responsible 





Open Data & Nutrition Security
Open Data in the Action Plan is anchored in Strategic 
Objectives no. 8,10 and 11.

Strategic Objective 8
To Improve Knowledge Attitudes and practices 
among the population;

 Through development, dissemination and 
implementation of National Nutrition Advocacy 
and Social Mobilization Strategy at all levels.

 This ensures that nutrition information is available 
to the general public as a matter of practice.



Strategic Objective 9

Strengthen Nutrition Surveillance, Monitoring and 
Evaluation;

 The emphasis here is on the importance of 
strengthening feedback mechanisms on nutrition 
information among nutrition stakeholders. 



Strategic Objective 11
Strengthen Coordination Mechanisms and Partnerships 
among key nutrition stakeholders;

The emphasis here is encouraging use, sharing and access to 
data through strengthening coordination mechanisms and 
partnerships among key nutrition stakeholders.

-Data regarding nutrition in Kenya from the Government is 
availed to the public through the Ministry website as well as 
the Kenya Open Data Portal e.g. The 2014 Kenya 
Demographic and Health Survey is available in the portal





Kenya Demographic & Health 
Survey 2014

According to the survey;

 26% of Children in Kenya are stunted while 8% are 
severely stunted.

 Stunting is most prevalent (36%) for children 
between age 15-23 months and least (10%) for 
children below 6months.

 Stunting in children declines as household wealth 
increases from 36% to 14%.

 The whole survey is available 





The Data Revolution in Kenya

In August 2015 The Deputy President of Kenya 
launched a National Partnership on Sustainable 
Development Data.

This is a multi-stakeholder partnership between 
Government, Private Sector, Civil Society & 
Academia anchored at the Presidency.

The main goal is to harness the data revolution for 
sustainable development with a key focus on 
Agriculture, Health and Climate



Kenya Partnership on Sustainable 
Development Data

The goal is to ensure use, access and sharing of 
data among all stakeholders in the partnership 
especially in the key areas of Agriculture, Health 
and Climate

The Partnership also aims to empower National 
and County planning processes with data and 
systems



Conclusion
Lack of information for decision makers is a threat to 
food and nutrition security especially in the global 
south. 

Governments therefore need to champion open 
data through a combination of policy, legislative and 
cultural change and innovation as well as 
investment in technological infrastructure. Political 
will from the top is critical to catalyze action towards 
harnessing open data for nutrition security. 

There is need for strengthening coordinating and 
cooperation mechanisms with nutrition 
stakeholders in private sector, civil society and 


